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APPENDIX I. Guidelines for Theses and Dissertations

Theses and dissertations may be completed using one of two formats: (1) traditional or (2) journal
publication. The guidelines for preparing a traditional thesis or dissertation may be found in the Graduate
College Manual for Thesis and Dissertations http://grad.admin.arizona.edu/degreecert/). The SWES
department guidelines for preparing a thesis or dissertation following the journal-publication format are
given below.

Alternative Thesis and Dissertation Format: Inclusion of Journal Manuscripts

It is the policy of the Department to allow a thesis or dissertation to contain one or more papers prepared
for submission, submitted, or accepted for publication. The thesis or dissertation must adopt the format
described in Appendix A of the Graduate College manual. In addition, to ensure that a student has made a
significant contribution to papers in the thesis or dissertation, the following rules must be met in order to use
the journal-publication format.

1.

The student must be the primary author on at least one paper for a M.S. thesis, and at least two
papers for a dissertation subject to the criteria outlined below.

If a paper that has already been published is used in the thesis or dissertation it must have been
published in a referred journal.

Papers that have been submitted (but not yet accepted) to a refereed journal can be used as a part of
the dissertation.

Papers that have been prepared for submission, but have not yet been submitted, are also acceptable
so long as the paper has been prepared for eventual submission to a refereed journal.

All co-authors will be listed on the cover page of each paper. In cases where multiple authors appear
on one or more papers, it must be clear what the responsibilities of the various authors were in
completing that work, and that the student completed a significant portion of that work. The student
will indicate responsibilities for his or her work in the thesis/dissertation body, and acceptance of
this explanation by the committee constitutes their acceptance of the author=s explanation. A
specific, separate section in the body of the thesis/dissertation will be included, wherein the
contributions of the student, and of all other co-authors will be clearly delineated.

In cases where members of the committee are co-authors, the remaining members can vote to
exclude papers that do not, in their professional opinion, meet the requirement that the student has

contributed a significant amount of the research to be listed as senior author.

A summary of the methods, results, and conclusions for each paper will be included in the body of
the thesis/dissertation.

The student will be expected to defend all of the thesis/dissertation, even in cases where multiple co-
authors are included.
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