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March 30, 1993. | am Leonard W. Dewhirg, representing the University of Arizona,
College of Agriculture. Today | am inthe company of Darrel S. Metcafefor the purpose
of recording Dr. Metcdfe's recollections of his experiences in higher education with
primary emphasis on those occurring while at the Universty of Arizona. We arein Dr.
Metcafeshomeat 5811 E. 9th St., Tucson, Arizona. Dr. Metcalfe, am| correct in Sating
that it isyour intention to givethistape and the typed transcript resulting from thisinterview
to the Arizona Higtorical Society?
Yes.
Okay, good. Okay, let's go on then to some questions. Dr. Metcdfe, you and | have
completed the biographica data questionnaire and it is not my intent to go over that
information but it would be helpful for thisrecord for you to tell me briefly about your, first
of dl, family background.
| was raised on an 80 acre dairy farm in Porcupine, Wisconsin.
Porcupine?
Porcupine.
Okay.

| have often wondered why it was caled Porcupine. It was because yearsago avery large
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porcupine was found aong that creek. It'savery long, narrow valey somewhat isolated
by the high hills on ether side and Porcupine, a one time, was on the map and even had
aU.S Pog Office. 1t wasaamdl village, and we were within waking distance from the
village. It had agenerd store, a grade school, a village blacksmith, a Latter Day Saints
Church, a cemetery, about Six or saven houses and acampground, but thereisn't anything
left except a service Sation and the cemetery. All the rest is gone so there is no village
anymore.

Y ou were born in, what was the name of the town, Arkansaw, Wisconsin?

Arkansaw, spelled A-R-K-A-N-S-A-W, isin Pepin County. Itsnot far from Eau Claire
and Menomonie.

How how did it happen that you went to college?

| got a high school degree at Arkansaw, a very smal high school. | believe the tota
enrollment was 63 students and 13 in the senior classand | wanted to go to the University
of Wiscongn but there weren't any funds available so my family and | decided | would go
to River Falls State Teachers College. It was 65 milesaway. Sincel had beenin4-H and
FFA, my father gave me three head of cattle. | sold them and | paid my tuition and books
a River Falsand | roomed with other students. | lived in awidow's home and hel ped the
Vice President by doing work for him and widow womenin the area, doing yard work and
so forth, and in ayear | graduated with a teacher's certificate.

Then, later, did you teach?

| taught five years, grade school. It was cdled the Big Arkansaw Grade Schoal.

Yes.
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Had 35 to 40 students, they were German Catholic sudents, and very excdlent
students. | was glad to get ajob and very lucky to have $75 amonth for five years, but
| wasn't going very far. | thought | should go to college so | wrote the University of
Wisconsin and they said | would be admitted. | told them | had to work haf-time, thet |
could bein school part-time and they wrote back and said, ™Y ou can go full-time. Wejust
happen to have a Sears Roebuck scholarship which we will give you." Sears Roebuck
Company was adways very consderate.

Later when | became amember of the faculty a lowa State and dso a the University
of Arizona, | became amember of the National Scholarship Committee. By theway, the
Sears Roebuck Scholarship was related to their program. They dso said that not only
would they give me ascholarship but | could stay in the Babcock House. It was ahouse
for about 40 men. Wedid al thework, we bought the groceries and hired acook and we
divided dl the expenses. | stayed there two years. Oneyear |
peeled potatoes and the second year | cleaned rooms. Then, after about two years | got
ajob and rented an apartment with Dr. Dale Smith and the Spitzer brothers. Also, |
helped teach alab in Agronomy 1 a the University so in four years | graduated.
| didn't have it in here and | had forgotten that you got a Masters degree from Kansas
State College.

Thisisvery interesting. My advisor and my Agronomy Department Head called mein and
said, "Now, we have too few students doing graduate work, too few men in Agriculture,
o will you please. . . we suggest that you do graduate work. If you do, we will find you
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ajob. Come back and tell us at the end of theweek," so 1 thought it over, went back and
told them, "Yes, | would do graduate work." They said, "We want you to go to Kansas
State, they only give Masters there, they don't give any Doctors degrees, therefore your
Masters degree would be much stronger at Kansas State," s0 they got mean Assistantship
at that time, in 1940.

Yes.

Finished in 1942 with a Masters degree in Agriculture.

Agronomy?

Agronomy, yes.

Is that when you met Harold Myers, by any chance?

| met him at Kansas State and had him for an ingtructor in Soils.

Okay.

And hesad, "Well, someday | hope you will be on my gaff.”

What were the circumstances that caused you to become an employee of lowa State?
Widl, firgof dl ... | guess| probably aso have forgotten the fact that you were in the
Service for quite aperiod to time.

Yes. See inMay of 1942 | got a Masters degree at Kansas State and a so got married
that same month. My draft board was in Wisconsin and they had delayed my going in the
Army sothat | could get my degree.

Yes.

S0, in duly, 1942 | was drafted, went to Fort Riley and signed up. Was sent directly to
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Camp Adair in Oregon. Camp Adair was near Oregon State College, Corvdllis. It was
cdled "Swamp Adair" because there was so much rain. | was & Camp Adair until the
middle of July, 1944. | |eft Medford, Oregon to go overseas, went first to Hawaii, then
to Leyte Gulf. When the Leyteinvasion wasover and it appeared to be safe, we prepared
for the invasion of Okinawa

Yes. You did go to Okinawa, did you not?

Went to Okinawa and after Okinawa we were sent back to the Philippines, totheldand
of Mindoro for rest and preparation for the invasion of Japan.

Yes.

When the war was over we were sent back to the United States.

Okay. Then what were the circumstances that caused you to become an employee of
lowa State University?

Widl, | got home, got released from the Army in Denver and they sad, "Well get you
home for Christmas because you haven't been home for along time." | thought they
wouldn'tdoit but they did. So| want youto know that | got in Manhattan, Kansasat 5:30
am. December 25, 1945 --Christmas Day--and | hadn't seen Lucillefor eighteen months.
| left her and our older son, Dean, in the hospitd in Medford, Oregon. He was about
seven days old. In late December, 1945 | planned to visit my parents in northern
Wisconsin and Professor H. D. Hughes, one of the Profsin the Agronomy Department at
lowa State caled and said, "On your way to your parentsin Wisconsn will you stop and
seeme?' So | did and he offered me ajob and Lucille said, "What are you going to do?'
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| said, "I will teech." So he offered me an ingtructorship. | took so many units a quarter,
they're on the quarter system, and got my Doctor's degree aso.

And you got your Doctor's degree in 19507

Yes. | also was placed on part-time research.

Yes.

It had been years since | taught, it was hard.

Y es. Okay, letsgo on. How long wereyou at |owa State and what were the positionsyou
held while you were there?

| was at |owa State from 1946 to 1958.

Tweveyeas.

And they werein Agronomy. By the way they were very kind. They had me become a
member of severd organizations, the best organizations, the honor society, Phi Kappa Phi
and Gamma Sigma Delta, and | was elected to Cardind Key, an honorary.

Yes.

We didn't have any text books for so many students so | worked with H. D. Hughes on
hisfirg textbook of Production, McMillan and Company in 1930. The book was out of
date so he and | rewrote the textbook and also he, Maurice Hegth and | wrote the
textbook Forages, lowa State University Press. Both of those bookswere trandated into
Spanish.

Yes.

And | wasin the Agronomy Department until, in fact dl the time | wasthere, but in 1956
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the President cdled me over and said, "Would you please be Assistant Director of Student
Affars aswe need to fill the postion immediately?’
Yes.

Director of Student Affairstook care of therdigiousactivitiesthefraternitiesand so forth.

Okay.

And | liked it there but | didn't want to become a Director or Dean of Men, | wanted to
go back to Agriculture and knew it was dmost impossible going back to the Agronomy
Department at lowa State when | had once | ft.

What do you consder were your great, mgor accomplishments while a lowa State
College?

WEéll, | worked very closaly with students. | improved my teaching and aso did research
on forage crops.

And your two books.

And the two books and the American Society of Agronomy and so forth. | worked with
sudents in many different organizations, fraternities and other organizations.

Okay, lets go on then to the time here at the Universty of Arizona. What were the
circumstancesthat caused you to leave lowa State and cometo the University of Arizona?
Was very difficult for me to leave lowa State. | knew that Dr. Myers was Dean down
here. He contacted me.

He had come herein 1956.
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Right. And hecalled and asked that | come and look at thejob. My friendsat lowa State
told me, they sad, "Wadll, its an unknown ingtitution out in the West. 1t doesn't amount to
anything. We don't think you should go." They were very serious, and they sad, "Here
islowa State, it has prestige, Univergity of Arizona has none, we don't think you should
go." Andthey jokingly said, "All that isout thereare Indiansand Cowboys." But, because
of Harold Myers and others whom | knew, | thought | would come and ook it over.
Okay.
And s0 | came here and Vice Presdent Nugent picked me up at night and put me in the
Pioneer Hotd and said, "Next morning you come out and somebody from the Univeraty
of Arizona campus will pick you up and take you there You probably heard this. . .
No.
| came out the front door and | was grabbed by two policemen and put in jail.
| had not heard this.
Itsatrue story. | tried to fight back but it didn't do me any good and findly the individua
from the Universty came and said, "He doesn't know, he isn't from Arizona, he's from
lowa. He doesn'tknow thisisRodeo Week. He doesn't know he needsto have western
garb on so release him." | was dready thinking, "Well, this is sort of Cowboys and
Indians”

| got to Campusand surprisingly | saw severd mentherewhojoined the University
of Arizonafaculty from lowa State. | saw Sol Resnick. | hadn't seen him since 1940 at
the Univergty of Wisconsin. Therewere alot of friends here dready and ayear later Dr.
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Hilton, lowa State, came here to give atak and to visit and referred to lowa State here

as Ames Upon the Santa Cruz because we had so many faculty from lowa State. | spent

acoupleof daysherevidting dl of thefaculty membersand dso Presdent Harvill wasvery
supportive of Harold Myers.

Yes.

And others on Campuswere supportivetoo. | fill didn't decideto come and | went back
home. Harold Myerscaled me coupletimesand so findly in May | decided to come here
and then Harold Myers said, "Well, you can't come down now you have to wait till July
1" s0l sad | wouldwalt till July 1. Interestingly, Presdent Hilton said, "Wdll, you can't
take a vacation this year, well give you extrapay. Well give you thirteen months. Wil
that pay for your transportation and moving your furniture and so forth? | said, "Yes" So
| left lowa State, and fdlt badly about it because | liked lowa State but | was better off
being back into agriculture.

Yes.

So | came here July 1, 1958.

What was the relationship between your arriva on Campus and that of Dr. Frevert
because you both came from lowa State didn't you?

Yes. Thefirg of July Harold Myers cdled and said they had three new men; Frevert, he
was Head of Research, JW. Pou, Head of Extension, and mysdf. The faculty stood
around laughing and said, "The Changing of the Guard.” | should tdl you about the first
mesting, wewalked in the Dean's office, thethree of us, and inafew wordsHarold Myers
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sad, "l've been doing dl this work for the last year and a haf, now its your job.
Goodbye."

Laughter!

Took at least most of ten minutes.

Yes.

Those were hiswords.

Yes. What would you consder were the most important and/or memorable things that
occurred during thet first year?

Wi, | knew Harold Myers from the past, how he operated. He called meinandtold me
about Resident Indruction at the University of Arizona. | wasin my office and one of the
gudents came in and said, "There is an old man down in thelobby, | think you should go
and seehim." It was Forbes, Dr. Forbes. They later named the building after him. What
was Forbestherefor? He cametofind hispicture. It wasonthewall. Therewerethree
pictures, pictures of Forbes and two other men. | knew he dways wanted to come over
here and look at the pictures in the lobby. The University wanted them for their files. |
asked that they take the three pictures but give me asmal picture of the three of them to
hang in the lobby.

Yes.

Then, | didn't realizethat Harold Myerswas so much aware that we were the Land-Grant
Indtitution. Arizona State University caused us some problems so | went up thereto work

with them.
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Yes.

Now, I'll tel you about our Resdent Instruction.

Harold Myers said enrollment was too low in agriculture a the University of Arizona
Let's pause for just aminute here.

Harold Myers knew about teaching in every department in the College of Agriculture. |
didn't redlize that the College had been very highly criticized. It was attracting too few
students. They had toofew dums. They werecritical about the courses. Wehad to offer
more courses and organize new departments, new curricula, do something about it.
Harold Myers sad, "Weve got to have more students." He said, "We've got to recruit
better. Firg of dl why don't you vist the high schools on a persond basis?' | thought,
"W, thismight helpitalittle” At Homecoming last year an aum of ourssaid he decided,
like others, to cometo the University of Arizonabecause | had talked to him in high school
years before.

If | recdl correctly, there is a note somewhere that you visted every high school in
Arizona.

| did, done or with a group from the Univerdty. Also, we recruited County Agents. |
asked each County Agent to have a person from the County be respongiblefor recruiting.
They got the catdog, al the career papers, everything about the Univerdty. | became
acquainted with the County Agents that way because later on | became Acting Director

of the Cooperative State Extension Service for two years.

The members of the Extension Service out in the County  helped a lot when | became
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Acting Director so Harold
Myers was very definite about
being busy on the high school
recruiting. | had a problem, |
went to an FFA luncheon.
Harold Myers would write
everybody who got an award.
He had about thirty-five or forty
lettersout and | had two. Right
afterwards when he got done |
had a student say, "Well, Harold
Myers thinks more of us than
you do." So, we got together
and we had an agreement that
the secretaries would take my
lettersfirst and Harold's last.
How much did the enrollment increase during that period of time? Pretty remarkable
wasn't it?
Pretty remarkable!  Everybody worked oniit. | suggested more counsdling and teaching
and we did. They tell me in the hundred years, the Centennid Y ear, there were more
dumsthelast 25 yearsthan in dl the 75 years before that so the dums were very happy
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and so was Presdent Harvill and others too, that we changed our courses and
departments.
I'm not sure in what period of time you established curriculum committees but | think you
established those, did you not?
| think very soon after | came we established those.
And what were some of the specific curricula that wereinitiated during your tenure?
Widl, there were so many and everybody liked changes. For example, we had the
Department of Plant Breeding, Department of Agronomy, Department of Horticulture that
they changed to Plant Sciences. We had the School of Renewable Natural Resources,
Nutrition and Food Sciences, and Home Economics. By the way Harold Myers dways
sad "Now don't forget Home Economics, they need the most help." We could go on and
on about the different departments working together to take parts of one department and
another department and so forth.

| thought | would say something about how we decided themgors. For example, one
day Harold Myerswas out in the State and he heard that the other ingtitution was going to
have a Department of Landscape Architecture. He came back and said, "Wéll, if they
have a department, we've got to have a mgor right now and that's in Landscape
Architecture, we dready have the courses!” So, we got the Committee together, we got
that new department and | said, "I don't have any space, | will talk to one of the Vice
Presidents,” and he said, "There's nobody in Herring Hall, finders keepers. That will be
Landscape Architecture,” and | said, "No, | don't have any money to fix up Herring Hall."
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He said, "l got $800 you can use," and then welll take the classroom.”

Was this Nugent?

No, it was another man, Houston.

Yes. Okay.

Anyway, we took the building and a room on the second floor of the old Ag Building,

divided it in half, had an outside door, and we had haf of that for Landscape Architecture.
Another big problem was Race Track Management. A member of the Racing

Commissionin Cdiforniaand onein Arizonawent to Harold Myersand said, "'l think there

should be acoursein Race Track Industry in Arizona" Waell, | talked to the students and

faculty. We talked a long time and | went to severd Race Track Industry Nationa

medtings inthe United States and everybody felt that eventua ly we should have aprogram.

By the way, the wives of Race Track Managers were the ones that usually favored the

program. We put it as an option in Anima Science. We felt if the Race Track Industry

magjorsdidn't get ajob they aways could get onethrough Anima Scienceand itstill there.

Yes.

So we developed a program with our Curriculum Committee and | took the okay to the

President'sCommittee. President Schaefer wasin favor of it and everybody voted for the

Race Track Industry Program except the College of Business. They wanted themgor in

therr College. By the way that was the first venture anywhere available at that time.

Y es and its been remarkably successful. | think it would befair to say that the Race Track

Industry Program would not be & thisinditution if it wasn't for your interest and guidance
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inthething.

W, maybe that, but it redly helped to have the faculty and teachers. Everybody was
very helpful, but | think it was interesting to be the first one anywhere and it is dill
successful now.

What, if any difficulties, did you encounter regarding the desres of the Curriculum
Committee that differed from what you and/or the Adminigration of the College felt was
appropriate? Was there any conflict between what the Curriculum Committee wanted
and what the Adminigtration of the College felt was right?

Wedl, quite often the members of the Curriculum Committee belonged to a certain
department. They didn't want their Department changed at al but most of the time they
were

very helpful. | thought they were very cooperative.

Okay.

They were excdlent and Myerswanted usto stress always that progress was being made.
What was the relationship between the College Curriculum Committee and that of the
School of Home Economics?

Wel, we had to be awfully careful to include Home Economicsinal of our decisonsand
Ruth Hall was Head of Home Economics at the time. She was very cooperétive but one
must remember they had little space on the top floor of the Old Ag Building, south end,
and that there was some conflict but very little because of Ruth Hal. In the College of

Education, | took Ruth Hall over there and met with the Dean. There were problems but
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minor | think.
Okay. Do you remember an incident that occurred at one of the training sessons for
advisors in which Ruth Hall, who was . . . what was it . . . Director of the School
Economics. . .
Director.
Yes. Who, when she was S0 excited that their enrollment was grester than that in the
College of Agriculture, what she said?
| don't remember that.
She stood up and said, "We have outstripped the men,” or something of that sort, and it
wasn't intentiond at dl.
Myersadwaysfdt that Home Economics needed some leadership and we dl worked hard
for Home Economics.
Yes. You're noted as one who felt very close to students, to the sudents in the College
of Agriculture. To what do you attribute this sense of respongbility?
| think in those days the students were closer to their instructors and counselors and they
would comein, closethe door and tell their whole story. They usudly tell the parents and
one-on-one you dwaystd| theingtructor. Soonthey comeand tell you some stories about
ingructors so after you tak to the ingtructor you realize who was wrong and one thing
about it---its confidential.

An interesting story -- at the dedication of the other building a farmer, who was
Chinese, camein one day and sad, "I'm in love with this Japanese girl, my friends won't
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let memarry her becauseI'm Chinese" So, it took him along timeto decide that hewould
and he did, they were married. | think at that time they were very personal with the
instructors.

Yes. What did you do to provide student input into administrative activities under your
supervison? I'mredly thinking of students on the Curriculum Committee. Students.. . .
you had a Student-Faculty Relations Committee, those were your attempts to get sudent
input, were they not?

Y es, the sudents were very helpful.

Did you initiate the Student Faculty or Faculty/Student Relations Committee to sdect the
Outstanding Faculty of the Year?

Perhaps so, but | don't remember.

| think you did.

Everybody was cooperative about it.

Yes.

By theway, | must tel you astory about Forbes. Myers suggested that | get to know him
well. So | went to visit him one night. There was somebody playing the piano. | waited
amogt ten minutes and findly he came. Hewasjugt finishing aclassc and he couldn't quit.
By theway, many men stayed at hishouse. Hishousewas near the underpass. Thereare
alot of stories about him. One gory isthat he saw ayoung man who stayed a his house
and hesad, 'Y oung man, you never did pick up your jacket, itsstill whereyou left it, inthe
woodshed." That was twenty-five years before or something like that.
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Isn't that amazing?

Ohyes.

What is your relationship today with former sudents? How would you characterize it?
Wi, itsgood. Last year a Homecoming | sat on the northwest corner on the outside.
Many students came up. | couldn't even keegp up with them there were so many. They're
coming back to Homecoming now. They don't wait for the twenty-five or thirty, or even
every four years, they start coming back to Homecoming now. They are dl very kind
concerning everybody in the College.

Y ou know, | redly think that people | visited with across the State, more people have
asked about you and have fond memories about you than any other member of the
College.

| don't know about that. Dr. Pacheco just came as Presdent of the University and after
| met him he said, "What College are you from," and | said, "The College of Agriculture.”
Hesaid, "Oh, | know that's got the best teachers, ways so kind to the students, and has
strong student loydties.” It made me very happy to hear President Pacheco say that.
Thereis no question in my mind that the greatest College at the University of Arizona, in
terms of counsdling students, was the College of Agriculture.

Y es, but don't you think that Myers aso stressed extension and research? Wherever we
went we talked about those efforts.

It was a team effort.

A team effort.
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Yes. Let me go on to physica improvements, the capital improvements, that occurred
during the time you were a the Universty. | am not going to touch on dl of them but why
was the Home Economics Building finished fird.
Wel, let's discuss the Old Ag Building. When | came to the Old Ag Building, Harold
Myerssad, "Wevegot to fix thisup." Home Economicswas on thetop floor of the south
end. TheOld Ag Building wasfinished in 1915. | don't think anything had been doneto
it a dl dnce that time. There was no ar conditioning, only a few offices had ar
conditioners. Firs of dl, we had to have ar conditioning. Then the greenhouses on the
east end of two wingsof the building were removed and the classroom building torn down.
Oh, that's the ones that were . . . yes, on the east end of the two wings of the Forbes
Building.
Yes.
Okay.
And there dso was a problem in that many people wanted to take the lobby of the Ag
Building and make offices out of it. We decided not to but instead we would use that as
a lobby and aso leave the stair cases. They decided to leave Adminidration in the
northwest corner of the third floor. The reason why was they wanted us to see the
beautiful steps they have. There was quite a discussion as to whether or not we would
have carpeting in those main offices. Wefinaly got the carpeting.

By the way the ground floor of the Old Ag Building itself was the northwest corner. It
was quite improved, they improved this.
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There, a onetimel recdl, was abig lecture hdl in it, northwest corner of the firgt floor,
wasit not?

Not the underground but the ground level. At onetimetherewasabig lecture hdl inthere
and you divided that, as| recdl.

Half of it was Landscape Architecture.

That's where you put part of Landscape Architecture?

By theway, you remember the classroom building between the two columns off the patio?
They had lectures insde and outside of the classroom building. It wasin need of

much repair so instead they tore it down.

Yes.

The story goes that they tied Forbesin bed that day. That was his famoushbuilding. They
didn't want to have him see them tear it down.

Let's go back to the Home Economics Building. Why was it finished firgt?

Harold Myers stated he had money for congtruction for another building. Hecamein, he
sad, "Themoney isfor the Ag Science Building but we're not going to giveit to them fird.
We're going to give it to Home Economics because | can't get the money for Home
Economics. They don't have room enough for agood program and so forth. Thisisthe
reasonwewill take the money and build anew Home Economics Building.” So they tore
down the old dormitory and build it there. Its architecture was very innovative in those
days and the new building, Home Economics, had to have the School of Nursng and dso
the Dean of Medicine in there for awhile. Harold Myers made the decision that Home
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Economics was fird. Then he sad, "I can dways get money for Ag Science” So then
afterwards he got money for the Shantz Building.

| think that's an important point, that he really made a strong effort to accommodate and
provide for the School of Home Economics.

Sure did.

Yes, okay.

By the way, the Shantz Building was new and dso innovative. It was located where the
greenhouses were. The building was actudly two buildings, the one outsde was for the
labs and the one insde was for research labs and offices.

And offices?

And offices, and there was a connection between the two. That was something new, no
builder had done that before.

Let me go to the Ag Sciences Building. Its now caled the Shantz Building.  What were
the circumstances surrounding the Ag Sciences Building and how it cameto be built? How
was the money obtained?

As| recdl the Adminidration obtained the money from the Legidature same as they did
for Home Economics but I'm not sure. We had greenhouses there a one time and tore
them down, built shops. After that we had room for different departments. They were
crammed. Without adequate space in the Old Ag Building they built the Ag Sciences
Building.

Its my understanding, you correct me here, that origindly the Ag Sciences Building was
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meant to house the Plant Sciences Program rather than Animal Sciences and why did that
change?

| don't know. I'm not sure. There was a big discusson that | was aware of but | think
they fet that Anima Sciences had no place themsalves, and of course Dr. Bruce Taylor,
Department Head at that time, was a very strong Department Heed.

Okay. Another part of it may have been the man who was Head of what became Ag
Biochemidry, can't think of his name right now, was &ble to get money from Nationa
Ingtitutes of Hedlth or somebody for . . .

Art Kemmerer.

Kemmerer, for part of that building.

It was a that time controversid, very controversd.

Yes. What other buildings were completed or occupied during your tenure on the main
campus?

| don't know but there are alot of new buildings.

We obtained part of Biologica Sciences East, did we not?

Yes.

And part of, | guess probably part of the Old Administration Building?

Yes. Just east of the Old Ag Building therewasaparking lot and that became a Chemistry
Building. Much to my surprise when | came to park in that lot, here was Bryan (retired)
who had gone through dl the Plant Science to see who was there.

Prof Bryan, yes.
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Metcdfe: By the way, when | first came to the University of Arizona Professors Pistor and Stanley
asked me down to have a cup of coffee and told me al about the State, about the
Universty and about the College. Bryan and Predey, of course aso asked me out for
coffee and told me the same thing.

Dewhirdt: Did the two gtories. . .

Metcalfe: The stories were about the same.

Dewhirdt: About the same.

Metcdfe: Stories that you don't repedt.

Dewhirgt: Yes. What was your relationship with Dean Harold E. Myers?

Metcdfe Wi, | think it was good but Harold was, of course, adynamic figure. Hewas"onthego"
dl thetime, quick
and so forth, and hewould check on me. In other words, he might say "hello" and by the
time| sad "hdlo, how are you," or something, he wasdready gone. At that timewe had
to work on Saturday mornings so he came in one Saturday and said, "I don't havetimeto
go to dl the departments in the College, will you just go in and see if they are here this
morning?' That was Harold Myers of course.

Dewhirdt: Yes.

Metcdfe: He knew many peoplein the State. He knew the Legidature and he knew how to ded
with them. He was on the CAP Committee. He was a very energetic person.

Dewnhird: Yes. How do you rate Dean Myers with regard to other Deans that you have known?
Isthat afar question?
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Wi, itstypicd because after dl he wasin a different Stuation where he had modernized
the College of Agriculture. He camein 1956 and remained to 1973 | think.

1973 or 19747

| think s0. He was certainly a strong Dean but at the time it was a difficult Stuation.
Wi, he was the right man for that time.

That's right.

Probably.

And there were some things that had persona problems and everything but . . .

| want to go on to another question and this may be a controversiad question for you
because it touches on thisoneindividud. How was your relationship with Gerdd Stairs?
My relationship was very good. There were times when we got into discussions about
teaching etc. | didn't know till afterwardsthat my position was being protected aso, by
somebody in the Presdent's Office. They told him when they hired him that | should be
kept, | didn't know that. | guessitstrue. | understand | was criticized but he kept me.
Yes.

| talked back to him and he accepted it, he was very fine. He wasinterested in sudents
aso. | had letters on my desk addressed to him. | knew they weren't for me and | took
them to him.

With regard to Gerdd Stairs, do you believe the rumors about his womanizing?

To some extent. | was sure there were problems. For example, there are those in the
man office who thought that | believed it so | got letters addressed to him on my desk
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which | knew didn't belong to me so | very carefully put them out on hisdesk. Evidently
he had problemsin our own College. | wasaware of this, some of them didn't think so but
| was certainly aware.

Okay. Let'sgoon now, leavethat. What were the

circumstances of you being named to the position of Acting Dean and later Dean?

Wi, | was going to retire at age 65 but | stayed onttill | was 69 yearsold. Dr. Schaefer
cdled me over and said, "Y ou take over until this College settles down.” | sad, "At this
time?' and he sad, "Yes Wedl," he sad, "Everybody is unhgppy and fighting and
everything else unsettled. If youll do that well accept that. As you know were having
trouble with Dean Stairs and evidently the Agriculturd interest of the State are putting
pressure on me (meaning Schaefer) to do something about it.”

Okay.

| agreed that | would take over just a short time.

Y ou were Acting Dean and then later named Dean.

They hadn't found anybody yet.

Okay. So, it amply was amatter of correcting thisgtuation iswheat it really amounted to.

Right.

Okay. Detall for methe circumstances surrounding your notification of Bartley P. Cardon
being named Dean and your giving up that pogition.

Wel, at my age | wanted to retire and you were with me when | heard about Dr. Bart
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Cardon. It didn't effect me. | didn't like it because | thought they should wait till January
1<t instead of December 1< | told Dr. Schaefer when | got back, | said, "I wish they'd
waited till the end of the year," and he made a remark about the Aggies who forced him
todoit. Hetook me out for coffee.

To make it so people who read this will understand it. We were at the Land-Grant
Mestingsin Atlanta, Georgia. You and | roomed together and you received a call from
Presdent Schaefer that Bartley Cardon was being named Dean, | think that day, wasn't
it?

Yes.

And that's the first you knew?

That's right.

And, so you're concern was that probably they should have waited until January 1st and
| would agree with that.

Wil | shouldn't say this--some of the Agriculture leaders in the State asked me my age
and if | would stay on and o forth, but they did not tell me about Bart Cardon. They
should have told me that. They redlized that, and they felt badly about it but there was no
stuaion involved with that at all.

| recdl that you stated on severa occasionsthat theingtructiond program wasawaysthe
last to be brought into the, maybe not aways but frequently, was lagt to be

brought into decisons. Isthat correct?

In what, for what?
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Wel, that decisons were made by the Dean and Director of the Agriculture Experiment
Station and Cooperative

Extenson, and frequently Ingtruction was brought in later.

Widl, | don't think | fdt thisway.

Okay.

| felt | was part of the team.

That's my error.

| worked with Extenson and Experiment Station alot.

Yes.

Harold Myers spoke not for Resident Instruction but he spoke for the other two dl the
time.

Yes. Let'sgoonto another point. Tel me something about your activities at the regiona
level and nationd leve relaed to your podtion in the indructiond program.

Widl, | have awhole ligt of them. | wasvery activeinthe American Society of Agronomy
and at one time was named Fellow of the Year. | was very active in the Nationa
Association of State Universities of Land Grant Colleges and dso in the non-land grant
colleges, so dl of those.

Yes.

| dso received an Agronomic Service Award severd times.

I'm going to get to that.

So, | thought that lowa State and University of Arizona were very hepful to me, | will
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adways be grateful. | was adle to do things with the other universities. One thing abot it,
| worked closely too, with the Negro inditutions. | think | was very happy when | was
asked to tak to one of these Southern Universties. The Dean of the Ag College sad,
"Wil, you st with these sudents so long, how can we tak about anything?' Well, the
studentswere very happy to begetting aB.S. degree. These studentsthought the only job
they could get would be in extenson, or probably saling newspapers. | told them that
would change, that US AID was hiring more, that they would get graduate work in other
inditutionsaswell. They were very understanding.

Yes. Youwere very active in Resdent Ingtruction, what do they call it, Council on . . .
RICOP. What doesthat stand for? Resdent Instruction Council . . .

Resident Ingtruction Council on Policies and Procedures.

Okay. You were on that Council for severd periods of time were you not?

Yes, and | went to a meeting of OECD (Organization for Economic Cooperative
Development) in Paris representing the United States. The Prime Minigter, the officid,
thought the United Stateswas asingular sate. | talked to representatives from countries
in Europe and one fromJapan for three different years (1963-1965). Wetaked about all
the changes and professona courses etc. in Agriculture.

Okay.

It was a very important meeting. | was also a delegate for two years to the National
Academy of Sciences for New Crops for Arid Lands in Egypt representing the United
States.
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Dewhirs: Yes.

Metcdfe: And | represented the United States at the Ingtitute for Internationd Education (I1E) in
Somdlia

Dewnhird: My next question had to do withinternationa programs during your tenure and this could
take up hours as far as that's concerned as each of these others could. How did you
happen to get into the work on international programs? For example, and | think when |
came herein 1957, or shortly theregfter, there wasaprogramin Irag. Wereyou involved
inthat at dl?

Metcdfe: No | wasn't involved in Irag. The Board of Regents had signed a contract with the U.S.
Department of Agriculture and the U.S. Department of State about working with a
amdl Ag College near Baghdad. | wastold, when | camein 1958, that the contract wasn't
going to last much longer because of problemsin Iraq and aso the Regents were unhappy
S0 nobody would say anything about it.

Dewhirgt: I'mnot sure wherethis tape recorder was & the time when it went off but you had finished
taking about Irag and | asked you what you're first involvement in international work was
and you started to talk about lowa State.

Metcdfe: At lowa State, | represented the University with the Cadets, the Naval Cadets.

Dewhirdt: What was that word?

Metcdfe: Naval Cadets.

Dewhirgt: Okay.

Metcdfe: The Navy.
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Okay.

And | flew downto Rio de Janeiro, | sayed thereacoupledays. | flew over into Chileand
joined the Cadets in Chile on the USS Boston and sailed up the West coast for a few
days.

In the early 1960s Harold Myers and President Harvill decided that we should again
be engaged ininternationd work. It was suggested that a Committee go to Brazil. All the
relations were held with USAID, United States Agency for International Development.
Three of us went down to study agriculture dl over Brazil and the possibility of having a
contract with the Universty of Recife or the University of Ceara. | was Chairman of the
group.

That's C-E-A-R-A?

Yes, in Fortdeza. They asked Jmmye Hillman to go. Jmmye Hillman was Head of Ag
Economics and he had relatives there. His wifé's family had moved there, to Brazil,
sometime during the Civil War. Let's see, what's the other man, other man that wasto . .
. Head of Watershed Management a onetime.

That was Head of Watershed Management? Oh, Ehrenreich?

No.

Humphrey?

No, before that.

Oh, a Scotsman. | can't think of his name.

McComb, Andy McComb. Andy McComb had had some experience.
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Andy McComb.

So Andy, Jmmye Hillman and mysdf went there for ax weeks. We visted as many
Colleges of Agriculture aswe could. Recife was having a big problem there. They were
axious to have usbelocated in Recife. They were having problemswith the sudentsand
the faculty. They had a new president, acting president, so everywhere he went or
wherever we went the students were with us. There wasareal problem to settle between
the two. We've been in a meeting when we talked to the whole group, involving the
students and the faculty, they sat in different places. So, we went on to the Universty of
Ceara and everything had changed. They were ready for us. The three of us were
agreeable to have a contract in Fortaeza at the University of Ceara. | must tell you that
when | waked off the airplane the Officers and the Adminigtratorsin Agriculture were dl
gtanding at the bottom of the plane, they were laughing, o | jokingly said, "What are you
laughing about?' They promptly said, "Wdll, you look like one of us" We spent severd
days with them and they dl truly said, "That if you have contract we don't want money, we
want your know-how and aso, please don't do like the other indtitutions in the United
States have done, "Don't send us Hessans.™

Purdue was there also.

Yesand | think Ohio too. Thoseingtitutions supposedly had just hired people who didn't
have other jobs, so at that time | told them at least 60 to 75 percent of our faculty would
go down there but it was more like 80 percent. They asked whether Jimmye and
McComb or | would go down and | said, "No," because before we |eft, and thisis true,
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Harold Myers said, "The three of you just don't get any ideas, we're building our own
Univergty of Arizona, you stay here and let the other people go down." So on the way
back | sad, "Put down who we should send as Chief of Party?' They dl wrote down
Pigtor. He had experience, School Board, Department Head, right age, he speaks
Spanish, not Portuguese of course, but the fact that he spoke Spanish was very helpful.
Mrs. Pistor had just died, so we asked him to be Chief of Party. It was a good idea.
Anyway, hewasvery popular. When wewent down the next time we found that they had
adreet cdled "Pigtor."

Redly? What was the name of it?

A dtreet called "Pistor Street.”

Pistor Street!

Then on the way out to the farm they had remodeled a house out there and they started
laughing when wewent out there. Therésabigsgn"Pigtor Hilton." Hewasvery popular.
Yes, yes.

The project was very good, and we had somefifteen or sixteen faculty membersand thelr
families down there.

After the program was dl finished and we came up for AID reviewsand so forth, | was
having dinner here in Tucson one night recently when an USAID officid came over and
said, "You folks obvioudy had the Brazil Project,” | sad, "Yeswe did." He sad, "l
worked a AID a onetime. | want you to know that it was one of the most successful

projectsthat they ever had a USAID." It was because we got dong so well down there
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withthe people and our own people. They didn't have problems, we didn't haveto recall
anyone to come back and all that. We had problems but not big problems.

Yes. Bascdly, that dill remains as agood relationship doesnt it?

Absolutdly!

One of the few probably that AID has had. We had a number of other international
projects that we were involved with as a College, do you remember some of those during
the time you were.. . . for example, | know North Y emen was one of those.

This was with the University of Arizona, College of Agriculture and the Consortium for
Internationa Development, (CID).

CID.

| was amember of the Consortium representing the College of Agriculture, University of
Arizona

In'Yemen?

Yesin Yemen too.

Y ou were also on the Board of Directors of CID, were you not, the Consortium for
Internationd Devel opment?

Yes. | don't know anything about that now, | guessthey don't have CID any more, | don't
know.

It isill an active organization.

But individuds who retired from Agriculture a the University of Arizona are no longer

members of that.
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Say that again, | didn't understand that.

Members of CID, our faculty members, no longer work with CID.

Ohwadl . . . is Jean Kearns one of the Deputy Directors?

Yes.

Of CID right now?

Yes.

Y eswedtill have someactivitiesthrough CID. For example, the project, themgor project
they havein Egypt is partly through CID.

Let's talk more about your persond involvement in specific agricultura education
activities. Could you kind of delineate some of thosein what you fed your contribution has
been? For example, | know you were very active in Oman at the Sultan Qaboos
Universty.

Yes. Oman! | was asked to go over thereto develop an Agriculture Collegevery smilar
to the United States. Also, | was onthe Committee with Dr. Robinson who was head of
aUniverdty in North Caroling, to devel op Sultan QaboosUniversity, the Oman University,
that became avery excdlent Univergty. Carroll Hess from Kansas State Univeraity was
the first Dean over there.

You're agood friend of Carroll Hess?

Ohyes.

Okay. You were dso involved, | believe, in Somalia at one time?

| went over to Somdia. | went for agroup out of New Y ork.
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Isthis the Indtitute for International Education?

Yes, | represented that in Somaia

And Kenyatoo?

Kenya Wdl, | went over to Somdiato help students prepareto do graduate work inthe
United States. We had students here from Somdiain thelate 1950s and early 1960sand
they were dl sent later to Moscow . . .

Redly?

They were sent by Somdiaand they didn't care for Moscow at dl, they wanted to come
back to the United States. | went to Somdia and | thought we should go over to the
Secretary of Education so we went to the Secretary of Education. He said, "The
Secretary of Agriculture wants to tak to you." | waked in there, the Secretary of
Agriculture, Assistant Secretary and the Extension Secretary were dl there. These were
some of our former students, our graduates from Arizona.

|an't that amazing?

Ameazing, and they were very capable people. Don't know what's happened to them now,
suppose they've gone to some other country, but two of them came back with fellowships,
Ford Foundation fellowships. They were very, very good and then they started coming
back.

Thiswasin Somdia?

Somdlia

Yes.
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| had just abrief vist to Kenya Had aninteresting experiencein Kenya Inthe afternoon

they said, "How about atour with uson thisbusto seethewild animasand soforth?" So,
| sad, "Yes" Waéll, in addition to oursalves there was a couple, a young couple from

Audrdiaand just married, who started laughing. | asked, "What are you laughing for?'
They said, "Have you ever heard of Forages?' They had used this textbook. It was a

required textbook in Audrdia

Y our book?

Yes, they had alot of fun about it.

Yes, okay. Let's see, how about Egypt?

| wasthere representing the United Statesin the New Arid Crops Program for two years.

Y ou were amember of the National Academy of Sciences Pand to review that project,

isthat correct?

An interesting story there. | wondered what | should do the second year for agift for the

Chairman of the group so | took asmall bae of Pima cotton which Dr. Bryan had given

me and | took it to the Chairman. Dr. Bryan had developed this cotton from an Egyptian

cotton import years ago.

Ah, yes. Some of the people that you were involved with are in very important positions

in Egypt today, are they not?

| think so.

Yes.

| regret that | haven't kept up with some of them.
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Yes.

By theway, my firgt trip to Egypt they wanted to show me Sadat, hishome. So, they took
me by the street to show me hishome. He had just been assassinated.

Yes. Wetdked alittle bit about thisdready. | sad foreign students of the College who
have gone to positions of responghility in their own countries, you mentioned the onesin
Somdia My guessisthat there are many in other countries as well, is that correct?
Ohaure. | wasn't associated with everybody from Africa but its unfortunate they haven't
kept up with that.

Yes.

I'd like to know about some of those undergraduates who werein Somadia. | understand
they went to other countries and responsible positions.

| know we had students a one time from awide variety of countries. For example, | had
students that came from Sudan. | remember those, and basicaly they were al pretty
outstanding students or they wouldn't have been here to begin with.

| think some of the faculty members at the Univeraity ill correspond with some of those
foreign students.

Yes. Tdl mealittle bit aout the Peace Corps that was and till islocated on the U of A
Campus and the recruiters.

| was arecruiter. Anybody interested in the Peace Corps would come to me and we'd
discussit.

Yes. Dard, thereis no question that we could go on for an awful long time. Are there
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other important items that you think we should discuss, and if so, what would those be?

I've covered lot of the problems but it was such abusy life from 1958 to 1982. Thereis
much unaccounted for but you and | know dl the developments in the College of
Agriculture.

Widl, there is no question that your tenure which covered parts of four decades redly
encompassed the period of mgor growth and activity in the College and you were very
indrumenta in many, many of the changes that occurred. There is no question about it
because they related to students, they related to teaching and that kind of thing.

It would have been impossible hadn't it been for good Deans and good faculty members
who were very helpful and very cooperative. | could never work those many hours aday
and <o forth hadn't it been for their cooperation.

Yes. What other comments do you think would be gppropriatefor thistype of thing, that
you can think of ?

W, | think as long as we have the Archives we will have some history which would
otherwise have been have logt, and | said, "We have to be awfully careful we don't lose
our higtory, individuas themselves too, many of whom are forgotten.”

Y ou know, unfortunately we cannot interview Harold Myersfor an ord history sotheonly
input we got in an ora history is probably from somebody like you, or me to a certain
extent, but more you, and we cannot interview Dick Frevert or any of those that have
passed on.

George Hull.
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I'm sorry.

George Hull.

Yes.

Or RuthHdl . . .

Yes.

About Ruth Hall, she came in and said she didn't fed well but the Doctor said she was
dright. | said, "I'd see another Doctor." She came back, she had cancer, terminal cancer.
Yes.

And she cdled Lucille and me, and she said, "Will you please dways vist, every oncein
awhile, my husband'? So we have done that.

Yes.

Mrs. Frevert and Mrs. Myers, and Eddie Hall and people likethat, our ages, | said | fed
amost done because al these people have gone and so when you and Phil and George
vigit | gppreciate you folks.

Well, itsalabor of love.

Wi, it works both ways.

Yes.

Areyou responsible for the plague, the Lifetime Award?

Wel, | had ahandinit.

That was an excdlent plague.

It redly id It redly id
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Wi, its very appropriate, its very appropriate and I'm pleased that you recelved a
Lifetime Award.

One thing we didn't talk about isthat you dso are .. . . you were made a Bobcat, an
Honorary Bobcat.
Students select the Honorary Bobcats.
And then you were dso named by the Alumni Associaion, U of A Alumni Association, as
an Honorary Alumnus of the Univergity of Arizona
Harold Myersand | werethe only two in ahundred years that were made honorary dums
of the Universty.
1985?
| believe 0.
Yes. Well, | think that pretty well completesthis.
| want to tell you, | went to Las Vegas to the NASULGC Conference (Nationa
Association of State Universities of Land Grant Colleges). One of the speakersfrom the
Land Grant schools said, ™Y ou won't know the Universty (the University of Arizona) ten
or fifteen yearsfrom now," and heresdl the reasonswhy we'd haveagreat University and
of course it included the College of Agriculture which was rated very high, dong with
Cancer Research and dl the others which make it aleading Univergty. Thereisonly one
way to go in the future and that is forward.
Yes.
He was very kind.
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Dewhirdt: Yes.

Metcdfe: So, | retired from a good Universty.

Dewhirgt: Wi, it isagood University, no question about it.
Metcdfe Not Cowboys and Indians!

Dewhirgt: Pardon.

Metcdfe Not Cowboys and Indians!

Dewhirgt: No, not Cowboys and Indians. Okay, | believe we will stop at this point.
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