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Project Vision Statement

Sustainable  Coastal Aquaculture in the Tsunami Zone

Much of the shrimp farming industry of southern Thailand and Indonesia was destroyed by the December 2004 tsunami.   The devastation provides a window of opportunity to promote a more sustainable version of coastal aquaculture based on an integrated systems of fish, bivalve and seaweed culture, rather than the monoculture of shrimp that had virtually monopolized the Indian Ocean coastlines of Thailand and Indonesia.  The Thai and Indonesian Governments, a local fisheries – aquaculture college in Aceh Province and several NGO’s would like to support training and demonstration of sustainable aquaculture, but they need technical assistance.  The A-CRSP is in the unique position to collaborate with these groups to provide this training.

The basic project vision is to provide teams from the Asian Institute of Technology to visit locations in Thailand and Indonesia to conduct workshops to train local extension personnel and farmers.  The workshops will focus on production of fish species already grown in the area and how this can be integrated with bivalve and seaweed culture.  Bivalves and seaweeds are already farmed in the region and have significant markets.  We hope to provide the missing link of culture technology.  Our goal is to use staff and students from AIT who are native speakers, to lead the actual workshops.  Drs. Bart and Fitzsimmons will attend, assist with technical questions and support the instruction provided by the AIT staff-students.

