Transporting fish in Arizona - We now have 15 high schools with aquaculture programs here in Arizona.  These schools are able to operate with a special educational aquaculture license.  Arizona Game and Fish has asked me to remind all teachers that this license does not include permission to transport live fish.  In most cases when you purchase fish, the licensed farmer will bring the fish to you under their transport permit.  If you desire to transport your fish later, to another school, or to a competition site, you will need to write a letter to your regional fisheries program leader.  The response letter will serve as a permit in lieu of a formal transport license, which otherwise must be obtained from the Department of Agriculture.   Unauthorized transportation of aquatic species is becoming a serious problem around the state. (See following article.)








Aquatic Nuisance Species - Arizona has formed a task force to develop a strategy to deal with the spread of unwanted plants and animals.  Zebra mussels are the best known of these pests but the list also includes aquatic weeds like purple loosestrife, Giant Salvinia, and Hydrilla.  The goal of this task force is to raise awareness of the problem and to develop a strategy to reduce the chance that these pests will become established in the Arizona.  To accomplish this the group has prepared a draft statement, will organize a state-wide workshop and distribute a series of letters to those people in the state most likely to be affected by these aquatic nuisance species.  Even in the early stages, an incident has occurred.  Last month Giant Salvinia, a floating plant that has clogged waters in Texas and Louisiana, was found in the Colorado River.  If this plant were to reach irrigation canals in Arizona, thousands of hours a year would be needed to keep it out of siphon tubes and irrigation piping.  The task force includes representatives from Arizona Game and Fish, AZ Dept. of Agriculture, University of Arizona, National Park Service, SRP, CAP, Bureau of Reclamation, US Fish and Wildlife.  The workshop is scheduled for XXXXXXXXX.





Disaster Assistance - 











Per Capita Fish Consumption Up - Total consumption of fish had been rising over recent years, just from the growth in population.  However, in 1998, per capita consumption also rose.  Average consumption increased from   XXXX in 1997 to XXX in 1998.  This resumes a trend that stopped several years ago as seafood price increases reduced per capita consumption.  It appears that stable prices and increased awareness of the health benefits of seafood have contributed to the rise in consumption.  Aquaculture products continue to make up a greater share of the supply.  Catfish consumption increased to over one pound per person per year nationally.  Total farm production was over 550 million lbs. in 1998.  Tilapia consumption was over XXXX million lbs. with domestic production providing xxxxx lbs. and imports providing XXXX lbs. 








Calendar of events - 





XXXX Next meeting of Arizona Aquaculture Association





XXXX Aquaculture America - New Orleans, LA





Aquaculture Career development Event - FFA Field Day - 





Fifth International Symposium on Tilapia in Aquaculture - Sept. 3-7, 2000  Rio de Janeiro, BRAZIL


