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The largemouth bass (Micropterus
salmoides) is one of several “basses”
that are actually members of the sun-
fish family. White bass and striped
bass are examples of the true bass
family. The Florida bass is a distinc-
tive subspecies of largemouth bass
but will blend genetically with the
northern subspecies. Although the
two strains differ slightly in body
structure, behavior and growth,
biochemical tests are necessary to
positively identify them.

Food and growth
Largemouth bass are valued to
fishermen chiefly because of their
feeding behavior. They are voracious
predators that readily strike artificial
baits. Bass begin to eat fish when
they are about 2 inches long. They
swallow live fish and other aquatic
life whole rather than bite off
chunks, which limits the size of what
they can eat.

The availability of adequate size live
food (baitfish or forage) usually
limits bass growth. With adequate
forage they can surpass 2 pounds the
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first year, but normal growth is about
1/4 pound. Mature females grow
larger than males, with northern
strains growing up to 10 pounds.
Florida strains and first generation
crosses with northern strains have
grown to more than 20 pounds.

Largemouth bass will eat a variety of
live fish, but bluegill are particularly
important because they reproduce
throughout the warm months. This
furnishes a continual supply of dif-
ferent size forage fish. Tilapia and/or

goldfish are commonly used as
forage on fish farms because more
can be produced at lower cost.
About 5 pounds of live forage are re-
quired to add one pound of gain to
largemouth bass.

Largemouth bass do not grow well in
muddy ponds because they feed by
sight. Water clarity should be at least
8 inches and preferably 12 inches for
feeding. -
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