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Abstract : 

The involvement of partners in the conception of innovations has become a major stake for agricultural research, though it is not achieved without efforts. We implemented an action research in partnership with farmers in West Cameroon with the aim of building a sustainable local fish-farming system together. This article will deal with the commitment of the various actors, especially the farmers. Our approach is based on the idea that change can only be achieved through their active participation in the project. Innovation is a social product, and its achievement demands a simultaneous definition of the technical object – in our case, the fish-farming - and of the social context that will use it, hence the importance of collective action in this process. The commitment in this collective action is deeply social and people get involved for different reasons and in different ways. The researchers need to take into account the diversity of the strategies and ways of getting involved to encourage collective action in the process of innovation building.
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