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Due to recent developments at the macro-economic level, the production cost of farm raised tilapia has been driven up significantly over the last year or so.  Dramatic increases in commodity prices including cereals and other feed components have had a major implication on the cost of tilapia feed.  More over, due to increases in the cost of fuel, the trade of tilapia on the international market has become more expensive.  In the meantime, due to the intensification of tilapia culture, the incidence of diseases within the tilapia industry has reached higher levels and this is contributing to lower survival rates, higher feed conversion ratio’s and consequently, higher production costs.  From a consumer perspective, it is becoming more and more important to ensure safe food and traceability. Certification of food production to ensure appropriate levels of farming standards are attained is also a cost which has to be shouldered by the producer.
Because of all these concomitant challenges, tilapia health management as a sustainable way to ensure good survival, high productivity and safe food for consumers has never been more important than today.  Conscious of this increasingly challenging environment, the team from Intervet/Schering-Plough Animal Health has over a number of years developed a comprehensive health management strategy for tilapia. 

This global health approach is based upon an in-depth understanding of the major diseases of tilapia; so far four major bacterial diseases have been identified (Streptococcus agalactiae, S. iniae, Flavobacterium columnare and RLO - “Rickettsia-like-organism”), one viral disease (iridovirus) and several protozoan parasites (such as Trichodina, Amyloodinium and Apiosoma).  This health strategy is also based upon an understanding of the various farming systems employed. Indeed, disease prevalence and the severity of diseases depend on many environmental factors, such as geographical location, culture system, farming intensity, salinity and water temperature, and on several biological factors, such as age, genetics, nutrition and stress.
Working hand in hand with the industry, the company has developed a global health approach which is both based on pro-active strategies for better disease prevention and reactive strategies for treatment and mortality control of current disease outbreaks. Key issues in tilapia health management will be highlighted and discussed during this presentation.
