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Effect of stocking density on the growth, survival and food conversion of Oreochromis niloticus (Linnaeus) were evaluated. Fingerlings of tilapia (average weight 1.41 ± 01g) were stocked in six net hapa (1 x 1 x 1 m), at 25, 50 and 100/m3 and reared for 84 days. The growth rate was inversely related to stocking density with mean weights of 19.50g, 22.67g and 20.78g at the low, medium and high densities respectively. At harvest, standing crop biomass averaged 35.0g, 71.5g and 140.0g for the three densities. The respective food conversion ratios (FCR) were 1.77, 1.49 and 1.49 respectively, while the survival rates were 48.0, 74.0 and 63.0%. However, the survival rate, growth rate and food conversion efficiencies were not significantly different at the three stocking densities. This, cultures suggest that culture of tilapia at a density of 100/m3 and production of between 350-400g/m3 in a growing season  of 210 days is possible using the net-hapa (1x1 x1 m3) in the arid zone, Nigeria.
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