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Department of Fisheries Constructs Fish Farm  
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Moi University now boasts of the largest teaching and research fish farm in East Africa. As part of its mission in out-reach, the University recognised that development in fish farming in this part of the world was in dire need for locally proven methods in aquaculture for use in extension. 

Through local resources and World Bank support for Lake Victoria Environment Management Programme, the Department of Fisheries of Moi University has constructed 37 ponds covering a total area of 2.5 hectares.  The ponds comprise twenty-five 100m2 for research, six 300m2 for breeding and holding, four-1000m2 production and two half-acre ponds (2025m2) for grow-out and recreation. Supplying the ponds with water is a spring-fed three -acre dam.
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On completion, the farm will have a state of the art hatchery, fourty fishponds, fish tanks and raceways.  Tilapia, catfish, trout and ornamental carp will be reared on the farm. 

Bachelor of Science in Fisheries

High school leavers should read this. First year B.Sc. Fisheries 
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students are always in total panic until they wade  through the basic science courses offered in the Faculty of Science at Moi University.  This is because fisheries is a relatively new degree programme. Along with B.Sc. in Wildlife Management, Tourism Management, Forestry and Wood Science and Technology fisheries is one of the unique degree programmes that refined societies cherish.  The programme has graduated students since 1994.  Makerere and Dar Es Salaam universities just started similar programmes in fisheries. Natural resources form part of our national wealth and heritage and hence they must be managed sustainably for poverty eradication and a healthy society.   The programme trains students using a broad based curriculum that mainly focuses on Capture Fisheries and Aquaculture.  Graduates with B.Sc. hope for employment in the public and private sectors.

Is fish good for your health?
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It is said that when doctors have to recommend a health diet for anybody, they are likely to include fish provided that the person has no allergy that could arise from eating fish.  If one does not eat fish even when it is available the reasons should be backed by a doctor’s advice.  Eat fish and more fish.  It is healthy and can help prevent life-threatening strokes and heart disease. Researchers believe that it is a certain group of fatty acids in the fish which help 
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to protect against heart and circulation problems; they are thought to reduce the risk of heart attacks. Fatty acids in fish are essential for the development of the eyes and brain; in particular should include fish in their diet.  Most important, however, is that it is available if you try to fish for it.  Probable places to find it include super- markets, open air fish markets, fish farms or you fish it from the wild.

Fish breeder returns to Department of Fisheries

Professor Barasa Wangila has completed two three-year terms serving as Dean of the Faculty of Forest Resources and Wildlife Management. Professor Wangila is credited with starting the Department of Fisheries in 1990.  He was a lecturer in the Department of Zoology before that and earlier worked as a government fisheries biologist for eleven years. Wangila holds a Diploma in Education, Diploma in Aquaculture, a B.Sc. (Zoology-Hydrobiology), a Masters of Technology in Aquaculture and PhD in Zoology (Fish Genetics).   

Moi University Aquaculturist Proves a Point

Dr Ngugi, a lecturer in the Department of Fisheries has proved that civil works projects such as construction of fish farms can be implemented through supervision by well-trained and committed academic staff. 

If you chanced to visit the fish farm construction site at lunch time or after 5.00 PM any day and any time on weekends you would find Dr Ngugi deep in the muddy fish ponds amidst gangs of labourers hoeing away as they piled dykes. If you recognised him, he would smile and tell you he was happy to be party to this important project set to produce the largest research and teaching fish farm in Kenya and East Africa.  He would hasten to add that Moi University is saving millions of shillings through this approach as a since the use of a contractor would have been extremely costly. Dr Ngugi is assisted by Mr Olendi who is the Chief Technician in the Department of Fisheries and Mc’Were (BSc Fisheries and M.Phil. Aquaculture –Moi University) employed as a foreman.

Community Benefits from Aquaculture Project

Cheptoo, a twenty-two year old girl just graduated from high school is all smiles as she receives her KSh. 6,000.00 being wages for work done at the construction site of the Moi University Fish Farm.  She will head straight for her former school to pay fees balance of KSh. 4000.00 in order to receive her last year’s examination results, which were withheld pending clearance of fees. She is among 80 young labourers working on the construction site.  The area administration is happy with the university for employing so many youth, aware that the University had an option to use earth-moving machinery but decided to employ the manual method.  The labourers jealously guard the project and would not let anyone tamper with it.  This project is definitely a good example of a participatory approach that may ensure that fish from production ponds will definitely find a ready market.

Head of Department Returns from Mozambique 

The Head of the Department of Fisheries returned from Maputo, Mozambique where he attended a one-week executive meeting on International Advocacy for Artisanal Fishers.  This meeting was a follow-up of a conference held in Madras, India last year.  Dr Muchiri says there is a possibility of attracting research and development funding for the Department of Fisheries through this initiative.

Government Fisheries Assistants Complete Course

Eighteen government fisheries assistants have completed a two-week fishpond design and construction course at Moi University.  The Kenya Government through the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development sponsored the course. The participants had hands-on practical pond site survey and actual manual excavation including construction. Other taught courses included fish farming extension techniques and methods. Another twenty Fisheries Extension Officers (Fisheries Officers) are expected to come for the course in August.  The participants said they found the course very important and useful especially now that there is a general re-awakened interest in fish farming in Kenya. 
LVEMP World Bank Mission Team Visits Fish Farm Project

LVEMP World Bank Review Mission visited Moi University LVEMP Capacity Building Component on 14th June.  The Mission was lead by Prof. Bob Hecky.  Prof. Tole, the Component Co-ordinator, the Acting Head of the Department of Fisheries and Dr Ngugi received the visitor. The Acting Head 

Mr Raburu gave an overview of the departments activities laying emphasis on the important role the aquaculture centre will play in development of fish farming in Kenya.

Philip Raburu Returns from Sweden

Mr Raburu returned from Linkoping University where he had gone on a teacher exchange programme sponsored by Linnaeus Palme exchange programme. Mr Raburu’s travel followed administrative trips by the Head of Biology division, Dr Dan Walstrom to the Department of Fisheries and that of Dr. Mucai Muchiri to Linkoping University. This linkship involves exchange of both staff and students from the two Universities.  Apart from these activities, the exchange also enables the staff of both Universities to come up with joint research projects to be carried out in Kenya. Phase two of the programme will involve a visit by Prof. B.C.C. Wangila who will participate in the harmonization of credit transfer to facilitate students’ exchange. 

Three Masters students complete studies

Enos Mac’Were, Julius Ndogoni and Vincent Ogwang’ Successfully defended their theses.  Mr Were’s compared yields of tilapia and clarias polyculture and economic benefits resulting from a locally available animal feed, agricultural by-product and pelleted test diet in fertilized ponds. Mr Ogwang’s thesis was on bacterial quality of Smoked fish from winam Gulf of Lake Victoria, Kenya while Mr Ndogoni worked on colonization of substrates by benthos in Ellegrin stream. 

Moi University Aquaculture Centre





























