ENTO 446/EIS 546

DISCUSSION 6
Cory, J.S. and Hoover, K. 2006.  Plant-mediated effects in insect-pathogen interactions.  Trend sin ecology and evolution. 21: 278-286

1. Explain how insect fitness may be affected or altered by entomopathogens

2. Discuss how the environment may affect the success or failure of an entomopathogen.  Is this a direct or indirect effect?

3.  Discuss how plants may affect entomopathogens’ infection and successful colonization of the host.

4. What are your thoughts on the manipulation of a wounded plant to control an herbivore?

5. Summarize knowledge on the effect of plant quality or diversity on insect-pathogen dynamics.

6.  What are challenges in this research topic?  If you were to conduct research on this topic where would you put your research efforts?

Van Tol, R.  et al. 2001.  Plants protect their roots by alerting the enemies of grubs. Ecology Letters. 4: 292-294

1. In the previous paper the authors excluded nematodes from their discussion.  Do you agree with this or not?  Explain.

2. Briefly described the experimental setup these authors considered to test their ‘bodyguard hypothesis’.

3. Do you think the authors made the right choices on the nematodes they considered? Would you have done something different? 

4. Do the authors explain what compounds are produced by the damaged plants?  Are these chemical present in undamaged plants?

5. This is an ‘Ecology letters’ article and as such information on results and experimental design are usually more abbreviated that in a standard scientific publication.  Were you able to understand the experiments and interpret results?

