Drought Tallling Polnts

“Conserving water today for Arizona’s tomorrow”

Arizona Drought Information

= “Drought” is different from “dry.” Arizona is an arid state, even during years when precipitation
is above average. Drought is a prolonged period of below-average precipitation severe enough
to negatively impact the environment and human activities.

= Drought is a recurring natural hazard almost everywhere in the world. However, Arizona is
especially sensitive to drought. Water is scarce here even during average years, and
population growth continues to increase our demand for water.

= Unlike other natural disasters such as hurricanes and tornados, drought does not cause
immediate, visible results. Its effects, however, can be just as devastating. Drought can impact
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Preparation and Reducing Risk
= We cannot cc he atmo 2; we can control our behavior. Proper planning and
preparedness ve as ad “buffer,” reducing the severity of impacts.
= Conserving water | may aver drastic and uncomfortable reductions in the future. The
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= Everyone t mitigation. Arizonans can take steps now to reduce the impacts
of droug

our water use habits and determine where you can

se water use has the added benefit of saving you money (visit

e Water at azwater.gov).

ocal level. Local groups are forming around the state to assess

drough and recommend local drought planning and response actions. Contact
your county Cooperative Extension Office for more information
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o Talk to local and state officials, including your legislator, about drought. Let them know
your local concerns and needs.

Coordination Efforts

» Local, state and federal agencies are working together to implement the Arizona Drought
Preparedness Plan. The Arizona Department of Water Resources is coordinating drought
monitoring, local preparedness and response efforts (visit the Eye On Drought at
azwater.gov).



