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ABSTRACT.

Tilapia farmers, like any other group of people, are disposed to all manners of endemic and pandemic diseases, such as malaria, tuberculosis, HIV/AIDS to mention but a few. The consequences of these diseases include premature death, debilitation and reduced tilapia production. If tilapia production must be enhanced the producers must be disposed to effective health care services. It is against this background that this study was undertaken to investigate the perception of tilapia farmers on the health care delivery services at their disposal. The study was carried in Ondo State, in the South West of Nigeria. Two Local Government Areas (LGA)(Ilaje and Ese-Odo) were purposively selected because of their location along the coast and whose main occupation is fishing. A multi-stage random sampling technique was used to select from each LGA five communities, giving a total of ten communities for the study. Each selected community was divided into five wards from which two were randomly selected. Five tilapia farmers were purposively sampled from each selected ward giving a total of ten tilapia farmers per community and 100 in all. Relevant information was collected with the aid of a pre-tested interview schedule. Findings from the study showed that both male and females were engaged in all aspects of tilapia production but a large percentage (41%) was in the old age bracket and illiterate (45%). Meanwhile, the health care delivery methods used among the tilapia farmers comprised of immunization, medical treatment and health talks. Some of the respondents were disposed to a consummation of two or more of the methods. The respondents were found to rate the quality of the methods as very good (12%), good (68%), fair (13%) and poor (7%). The general perceptions of tilapia farmers on the health care delivery services were found to connote a favourable attitude. It was therefore recommended that the designed health care services and tilapia production improvement practices should be gender sensitive while health care extension services should be considerate to the level of education of the tilapia farmers. In addition it was recommended that, for the interest of the tilapia farmers, on the use of health care services to be sustained the use of orthodox and traditional practices (use of herbs) should be properly integrated.
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