Historical Acreage of Major Field Crops in Arizona

M. J. Ottman

Acreage was first reported in Arizona in 1882 for corn, wheat, and barley and in 1917 for cotton. Since 1917, cotton
has averaged 314,000 acres and forage and grain crops have averaged 460,000 acres (Fig. 1). Acreage of major field
crops in Arizona peaked between 1940 and 1980. In 2002, reported acreage is 485,000 acres for forage and grain
crops and 239,000 acres for cotton. Since 1991, forage and grain crop acreage has increased by 178,000 acres
(58%) and cotton acreage has decreased by 223,000 acres (48%).

Acreage of harvested alfalfa hay in Arizona has averaged about 176,000 acres between 1919 and 2002 (Fig. 2).
Alfalfa was grown in the 1800’s in Arizona, but acreage was not reported until 1919. The lowest acreage was
82,000 in 1920 and the highest acreage was 237,000 acres in 1944. The 2002 acreage of 225,000 acres is the 5
highest in 84 years of reported acreage. Alfalfa acreage has increased steadily since 1993, when alfalfa hay was
harvested from 150,000 acres. Acreage of other hay (e.g. bermuda, sudangrass, and oats) has averaged 45,000 acres
between 1919 and 2002 and was reported at 45,000 acres in 2002.

Corn silage acreage in Arizona has averaged about 8,000 acres since 1919 when first reported (Fig. 3). Corn silage
acreage has increased in the past 11 years from 5,000 acres in 1992 to 33,000 acres in 2002. Corn silage acreage has
never been higher than in 2002, and seven of the top eight years for corn silage acreage have been reported from
1996 to 2002. Sorghum silage acreage has averaged about 10,000 acres since the first year of record in 1929.
Sorghum silage acreage peaked at 50,000 acres in 1957, and is currently 7,000 acres.

Wheat grain acreage has averaged 63,000 acres since 1882 and 149,000 acres since 1970 when semi-dwarf wheat
was introduced. The peak wheat acreage occurred in 1976 when 440,000 acres were harvested (Fig. 4). Wheat was
harvested from 99,000 acres in 2002. Barley acreage has averaged 55,000 acres since 1882 and averaged 112,000
acres between 1940 and 1980 when barley production peaked. The highest barley acreage occurred in 1954 when
268,000 acres were produced. Barley was harvested from 38,000 acres in 2002.

The historical average acreage for summer grains has been 58,000 acres for sorghum since 1929 and 19,000 acres
for corn since 1882. The highest acreage reported for grain sorghum was 246,000 acres in 1967 (Fig. 5). Grain
sorghum acreage dipped to about 1,000 acres in 1991, increased to 45,000 acres in 1996, and has decreased to 6,000
acres in 2002. Acreage of corn harvested for grain peaked at 50,000 acres in 1978, decreased to 5,000 in 1991, and
has risen to 32,000 acres in 2002.

Note: This data was obtained from the National Agricultural Statistics Service Website (http://www.usda.gov/nass).
Major field crops refer to cotton, hay, wheat, barley, oats, sorghum, and corn and does not include other field crops
such as dry beans, jojoba, peanuts, safflower, and miscellaneous seeds. Cotton acreage represents Pima and upland
cotton. Other hay was calculated as the difference between all hay and alfalfa hay. Wheat acreage represents all
wheat and includes winter wheat and durum. The data presented is harvested acreage for the various crops. Forage
crop acreage is underestimated by using harvested rather than planted acres. Certain crops, such as winter cereals,
are planted and not harvested, but may be used for green manure or other purposes.

This is a part of the 2002 Forage and Grain Report, The University of Arizona College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, index at
http://ag.arizona.edu/pubs/crops/az1301
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Fig. 1. Historical Acreage of Major Field Crops in Arizona
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Fig. 2. Historical Acreage of Hay in Arizona
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Fig. 3. Historical Acreage of Silage in Arizona
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Fig. 4. Historical Acreage of Winter Grains in Arizona
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Fig. 5. Historical Acreage of Summer Grains in Arizona
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