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Clippings
 Cochise County Master Gar-

deners Association meets the first
Wednesday of each month at 5:00
pm at the Mona Bishop Room of
the Sierra Vista Library. The
speaker for February 3 is Cecile
Lumer, a pollination biologist, who
will speak on plant pollination.

 The Sierra Vista Area Gar-
deners Club will visit the Rose
Tree Inn in Tombstone on Feb. 26.
For information call Winnie Dill at
456-1437.

Honey Compost
(Killer bees visit the garden!)
   
   We have one of those plastic
compost bins that you can buy at
the home improvement stores. In
mid-December, I was out watering
some trees and while walking past
the bin with the hose it seemed a
good idea to put some water on the
compost. I opened the top and
started pouring water in and did a
double-take when it seemed as if
the compost was “melting.” In that
instant, I realized that I was
pouring water on a swarm of bees!
I quickly closed the bin and got
away.
    Knowing that most of the bees in
Southeastern Arizona are African-
ized (“Killer Bees”) and that the
European honeybees don’t swarm
in winter (these had only recently
decided to call the compost bin
home) I knew I was lucky that the

cold bath didn’t cause them to
come after me! They were no doubt
“killer bees” as I was to learn from
an expert.
   Because of so much publicity
about Africanized bees, my first
thought was to call the Fire
Department to see about getting rid
of them.  They said that they don’t
usually do this unless the bees are
attacking a person or animal–an
emergency to which they will
respond. The foam which they use
is quite expensive, I understand. I
didn’t really like the idea of killing
the bees anyway–we gardeners
need bees to pollinate our crops.  
   The Cooperative Extension office
has the phone numbers of several
bee keepers who will remove
swarms from your home (they
charge for this service). I called
Gilbert, a beekeeper who lives in
Sierra Vista. This was a real
learning experience for me.
  “Don’t try this at home!”
Gilbert explained that he would
come during the day to get the
queen bee, put her in a small cage
inside a box, and the rest of the
bees would follow “Mother” into
the box. After dark, he would
return to pick up the box full of
bees. Most of the time, after the
bees have settled down at his place,
he will “re-queen” them–placing a
European honeybee queen with
them and removing the Africanized
queen. This will ensure that all the
progeny from this swarm will have
the European genes and will no
longer be the aggressive African-
ized type.
   I watched (from a safe distance)
as Gilbert put on his bee-keeper’s
hat and veil, then with a “smoker”
puffed smoke at the bees to help
calm them. He reached in the
compost bin bare-handed and
fished around to find the queen.
He said that the Africanized bees
are very unpredictable, unlike the

European variety. He found the
honeycomb and there was even a
little bit of honey. After some time,
and being stung once when he laid
his hand on a spot where a bee was
sitting, he found the queen. I
wondered how he knew which one
was the queen, so he showed her to
me. She’s the one wearing the
ermine trimmed red cloak and
teeny-tiny tiara! Actually, she’s
somewhat larger than the worker
bees, although if I were searching
through a mass of buzzing bees I’m
not sure I’d be able to tell which
was larger! Obviously it takes
experience and practice. He put the
queen in her little plastic cage,
which has holes so that the workers
can see,  smell  and even feed her
while she’s in there. Then he placed
the cage inside a shoe box with a
square opening cut in the side.
Some of the worker bees started
going into the shoe box immed-
iately, and they sat on the edge of
the opening, fanning their wings to
spread the scent which told all the
other bees exactly where the queen
was and where they should go to
join her. Soon most of the bees
were inside the box and Gilbert left
it near the compost bin where he
could pick it up that night.
    One of the worker bees didn’t go
into the box, and seemed to be
following Gilbert and me around to
the front of the house. Gilbert
caught it by the wings, and showed
me the wax glands on it’s
abdomen. Then he let it sting him
on the finger so that I could smell
the venom, which has a strong
banana oil odor!   
   If you would like to know more
about the Africanized bees, the
Cooperative Extension office at
458-8278, Ext. 141 has several
brochures which they can mail to
you upon request.

Maggi Crist, Master Gardener  



The Agent’s
Observations

I have some eldarica
pines that have funny
curling needles. They
occur on last years
needles but form nearly

complete circles. What is
happening to these needles and will
it affect the future growth of the
trees?

The damage to the
needles is caused by
eriophyid mites. There
are probably more
unknown and undes-

cribed species of these mites than
any other group of arthropods.
They are very small and are
measured in micrometers or
microns. They are worm-like and
slow moving. Injury in conifer
species is expressed by chlorotic

needles, and/or dwarf, distorted, or
short needles. Also by rosette bud/
needle clusters similar to a
witches’-broom, by galls, and by
partial defoliation of old as well as
the current season’s needles.
Eriophyid mites are found in or on
the buds and foliage of all North
American conifer species. Many
other plants are affected by these
animals including deciduous trees
and shrubs.  
Control: There are no control
measures that are recommended for
eriophyid mites on conifers. The
effects of the damage will not
cause the plants to die, however,
they can cause unusual growth.
Source: Insects That Feed on
Trees and Shrubs. Warren T.
Johnson and Howard H. Lyon.
1991. Cornell University Press.
page 122.

How long can I wait to
prune my fruit trees,
ornamental shrubs and
rose bushes? Some seem
to have bud swelling

occurring.

With the warm winter
we have had this year
many plants have had
their rest and much of
the dormancy require-

ments met. This does not bode well
for the fruit crop this year because
of the possibility of early bloom
and freezing tempertures.  
Fruit trees should have major
pruning done during the dormant
season, after rest is completed. In
Cochise County that is usually
after the first of the year. If
pruning is done too early plant
damage from cold and freezes can
occur. Fruit trees can be pruned
until flower pedals fall. For stone

fruits; i.e. apricots, almonds, cher-
ries, peaches, plums and nectarines
and for pome fruits; i.e. apples,
pears and quince, pruning can
continue until bloom is completed.
Small fruits; i.e. blackberries,
grapes, raspberries, currants and
gooseberries are best pruned during
the dormant season. 
Grapes can be pruned through
bloom but have a tendency to
“bleed.”  This is not as detrimental
as one might think and it is better
to prune grapes a little late than let
them grow in to a knurled mass!
Blackberries and raspberries
bare fruit on one-year old canes.
The two-year old canes need to be
removed because they have born
fruit and are dead. Thinning out
weak canes can also be done
through bloom. 
Currents and gooseberries should
be dormant pruned by removing
wood that is three-years old by
cutting it back to the base or to a
main branch.  
Ornamental shrubs generally are
pruned after flowering, however
some species have other require-
ments. Consult a good pruning
book like Sunset's Pruning
Handbook or call the Extension
Office.  
Roses are dormant pruned except
in the case of climbing roses which
are pruned after flowering. A
pamphlet entitled Roses for
Arizona, is available at the
Extension Office which discusses
pruning different classes of roses.

Robert E. Call
Extension Agent, Horticulture

NOTE: See back page for
information on the Fruit

& Nut Tree Pruning
Demo—February 18!!!
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Hurry!!! Just a short
time until the High

Desert Gardening &
Landscaping

Conference!!! If you
haven’t registered
yet, please use the
form enclosed in

this newsletter—you
won’t even have to

pay the late fee! 

See you there!
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