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Forage Testing: Forage quality can be evaluated by certified laboratorieshby testing for variousquality components. A foragequality analysis
typicaly includes dry matter, crude protein, acid detergent fiber (ADF), and neutral detergent fiber (NDF). Hay quality standards can be based
on quality components such as ADF. Many growersrely on hay brokers or dairymen to tell them the quality of their hay. The cost of a hay
quality analysisisabout $20 to $30 per sample, and thisinformation in the hands of the producer can help leverage asalein their favor.

™

I nsect M anagement: Egyptian alfalfaweevil populations are building in hay fields. The first management step isto sampleafalfafieldsevery
2to4 daysafter weevil larvaefirst appear. Sampleeach field quadrant by taking 5 sweepswith astandard net. Count the number of weevil larvae
in each 5 sweep sample and add the totalsfor each of thefield quadrants. Dividethe grand total for thefield by the total number of sweeps (20).
Thefield should betreated with an insecticideregistered for weevil control when the average number of larvae reachesor exceeds 20 per sweep.
If sweep counts are 10 to 15 larvae per sweep just before cutting, then applying malathion under the windrows may be considered. Stubble
treatments are another option. Aphids and alfalfaweevils can be controlled for afewweekswith an application of Pounce 3.2 EC plusFuradan
4 Fimmediately after hay bale removal.

Weed Control: When afalfais planted in the spring, the competitive edge goesto theweeds. Summer annual and perennial weedscantolerate
harsh summer conditionswhile it isastruggle for seedling afalfawith not much of aroot system yet developed. It isfar better to plant alfalfa
inthefall when it hastime to become well established before summer.

Market Summary: High Low Average Off grade
Past 2 Weeks (Jan. 16 to Jan. 29, 2001) 105 95 100 70-90
Last Year (Jan. 16 to Jan. 29, 2000) 100 80 0 45-80
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