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Adding Moistureto Windrows. Producing high quality hay in hot, dry desert areasisachallenge dueleaf losswhen raking or baling. Growers
typically wait for dew to appear late at night or early in themorning. Leaf |osses can rangefrom 5 to 10% even under the best conditions, and
can be as high as 20% or more if the leaves becometoo dry. Windrow moisture can beincreased by irrigating closer to cutting or by applying
moisture to the windrow. M oisture can be applied to windrows with equipment as simple as awater truck or with specially designed spraying
equipment.

I nsect Management: Alfalfalooper, Autogragha californica (Speyer), isaminor pest of lowdesert alfalfa. Alfalfalooper larvaedevour afafa
leaves, but also occasionally feed on barley, cabbage, clover, grape, lettuce, peas and several weed species. Eggsarelaid singly, larvae hatch
within afew days, feed for about two weeks, and spin aloose white cocoon among the leavesto pupate. Inabout ten daysto two weeks moths
emerge. Theentirelifecycleiscompleted in about amonth. Alfalfaloopersare rarely of economicimportancein Arizonaor Californiadueto
natural control. Thisinsect isusually held in check by parasitic wasps, parasitic flies, and bacterial, fungal and viral diseases.

Weed Contral: Season-long control of annual grasses can be expected when 20 I bs. per acre of trifluralin 10G isappliedinthe spring. A second
applicationissometimesnecessary, however, where soilsarenot well drained or water pondsinthefield. Anarobic degradation of the herbicide
occurs under these conditions.

Market Summary: High Low Average Off grade
Past 2 Weeks (July 2 to July 15, 2001) 85 80 82 70-80
Last Year (July 2 to July 15, 2000) 65 60 63 40-55
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