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Yield L osses: Substantial losses of yield occur in the normal haymaking process, usually on the order of 20 to 30%. Yield losses during
harvesting result from incomplete recovery of hay in the windrow and from fragmentation or shattering of leaves and stemshby thebaler. Rain
can shatter leaves and result in losses of dry matter. Yield can also be lost during storage from plant respiration and oxidation of the plant by
microbes. Baled hay can lose 1% dry matter for each 1% moisture above 18%.

| nsect M anagement: Egyptian alfafaweevil, Hypera brunneipennis, are continuing to infest low desert alfafafields. Weevil larvae will begin
to pupatetoward the end of March. The numbers of weevil larvaewill declinerapidly through April and newly emerged adultswill be appearing
in fields. Adult weevilsdo not cause economic damage, but do signal the end of Egyptian alfalfaweevil larval infestationsfor theyear. In areas
of higher elevation wherefrost may occur into April, thealfalfaweevil, Hypera postica, larvae may start appearing in alfalfafieldsfrom mid-April
through mid-June. Thetreatment threshold isthe samefor both speciesof afalfaweevil, anaverage of 20 larvae per sweep. To samplefor weevil
larvae, divide thefield in to 4 or more sections and take 5 sweepsin each section. To get the field average, divide the total number of weevil
larvae by the total number of sweeps.

Weed Control: Proper identification is the first step in deciding upon a control technique. If you are not sure what weeds you have, you can
drop them off at the extension officeand wewill try toidentify them. If we are not sure, we can send themto the University of Arizonaherbariun
for identification. Sometimes, however, seedlings cannot be properly identified and flowering plants are required. By then it is often too late

to start a control program.

Market Summary: High Low Average Off grade
Past 2 Weeks (Jan. 30 to Feb. 12, 2001) 105 95 100 70-90
Last Year (Jan. 30 to Feb. 12, 2000) 105 90 95 65-80
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