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Production Update:

Irrigation timing: Alfalfa is most susceptible to water stress immediately after cutting. Irrigating as soon as possible after cutting or
applying the previous irrigation later in the cutting cycle can promote early growth. However, irrigating too soon after cutting before
some regrowth has occurred can lead to scald damage if temperatures are over 100 degrees and the soil is saturated for more than 30
hours. Also, irrigating too late in the irrigation cycle can result in soil compaction and permanently damage the alfalfa stand.
Nevertheless, with these constraints in mind, encouraging early growth by irrigation management will result in greater productivity

Insect Management: Webworms, such as alfalfa webworm, beet webworm and garden webworm, are occasionally found in desert
alfalfa. The larvae of these small moths are slender, usually greenish yellow, stripped or spotted caterpillars which may reach an inch in
length. The larvae devour leaves beneath silken webs on alfalfa leaves. They may be found on the upper parts of plants in summer and
fall. They are not known to cause serious economic damage. Harvesting the infested hay usually greatly reduces the numbers in the
next crop cycle.

Weed Control: Balan and Eptam are the only preplant herbicides registered on alfalfa. Trifluralin has reduced new stands by 40 to 60
percent in our tests. Prowl in not registered on alfalfa and has also hurt new stands in our tests except where it was mechanically
incorporated prior to planting

Market Summary: High Low Average Off grade
Past 2 weeks 90 80 85 70-80
Last year 65 50 58 40-50

10 —— e — 130 )4):

_nn / 80__80 85

[ ]

n

[in]

[ ]
Dollars Per Ton

65, 637 St 70
- . \sgi—- 65
57 g5 -

o . 55

95 96 97 98 899 '00 '01 02 '03 '04
Years

This and other Alfalfa Reports can be found on the web at: http.//cals.arizona.edu/crops/counties/vuma/alfalfareports/
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